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Editorial
Diseases, sponsored by the Japanese Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare. These guidelines have
dramatically improved the rate of lives saved, reduc-
ing the mortality rate to 8.9% in 2003 from 21.4 % in
1999.
In view of the usefulness of these guidelines, as dem-
onstrated by that improvement, we have decided to
publish an English version. It is anticipated that the
volume of important evidence and the evaluations will
increase the scope of the guidelines. The latter there-
fore are composed of independent papers on important
subjects. The abstract of each paper is followed by clini-
cal questions, so that the guidelines may be used in
everyday medical practice.
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The Japanese Society of Abdominal Emergency
Medicine has investigated the treatment guidelines and
measures for dealing with acute pancreatitis since 1994,
and has concluded that the preparation and diffusion
of guidelines for the management of acute pancreatitis
are probably the most effective measures that can be
taken to reduce the mortality rate. In 1997, a study
of evidence-based medicine (EBM) was implemented,
with the aim of using EBM in the process of preparing
the guidelines. In 1999, a working group was organized
for the purpose of preparing evidence-based guidelines.
The guidelines were disclosed at the draft stage to
facilitate external assessment, and Evidence-Based
Clinical Practice Guidelines for the Management
of Acute Pancreatitis  (Japanese version: Kanehara,
2003) was later published in collaboration with the
Japan Pancreas Society and the Research Group for
Intractable Diseases and Refractory Pancreatic